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NiWS FROM THE SOCIETY

The Journal

The first issuc of thc Journcl wns woll received and a number of favourable
comments was expresscd. Nunber two has been increased in size and several
articles have been included.  Short criginal erticles by members, on any
topic falling within the scope of the Sccicty's cbjects, will be welcomed, and
for the time being contributions should be sent to the Hon, Secretary, pending
the appointment of an Hon. Editor,

Hon. Secretary's Notes
Membership figures continue to increase steadily, and the Society now
has 87 paid up nmembers, a2 most encourazing sign.

The Hon. Secretzry has recently noved to Bradford in connection with his
businesg, and will be taking up permancent rcsidence there soon. Meanwhile,
he will continue to deal with Socicty matters at weekends from his present
home address, and trusts thot members will bear with any, temporary delay in
dealing with correspondence,which my arise as a2 recsult, Members will be
advised of a change of address when it occurs.

Local Grouvs

The tine has not yet comc to consider the formation of branches of the
Sceiety. The Council proposcs, however, to divide the country into a number
of areas, small enocugh tc moke it possible for members living in them to meet
together from time to time. It is thought that such mecetings, held informally,
perhaps evcery throo months, over lunch or tea, will be of use and interest,
especially to thosc members who are beginning historical research and will bs
in need of advice and help. Whenever the Society has more than six or seven
members in any area, therefore, the Council i:ill suggest to one of them that he
act as & convenor of quarterly meotings of mcmbors in his area, to0 be conducted
in whichever way suits thoem bost, {onvenors will be asked to send a short
note to the Hon. Secrcetary poriodically, reporting on the meetings hold.,

The suggested arcas and cenires have not finally boen arranged, but they
will be published in the July Journal,

Gifts to tho Socicty

Since publication of the last Journal, the following have been gratefully
received and acknowledged.

"List of Railway Plans in Cheshire Records Office", from the Cheshire
County .irchivist; "The Buxley Hooth Railvay”™, by B, A, Course,
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from the author; "Chronology of the Railways of Lancashire, 1828 to 1939", by
M, D. Greville, from the author; "Notes on the Annual Roport and Accounts of
the British Transport Commission, 1953" and '"Modernisation and Re-cquipment of
British Railways", both from thc Public Relations Officer, British Transport
Commission.,

Membership List
The fellowing amendments are made to the January, 1955, List of Members.

Corroction: Brown, J. L., address should rcad - Churchward, Bromsgrove
Rozd, Romsley, Birmingham,

Chenges of iddress: fdwards, J.P., National Provincial Dank, Ltd., 51
Church Street, Stoke-on-Trent, 3taffs.

New Mcmbers
The following ncw members have been clected, up to 3lst March, 1955,

Bray, J., 38 Yhornside Road, Y“oodthorpe, ITottingham.
Cockman, F. G., 8 Balmoral Avenue, Bedford.

Dunkley, H. R., 94 Belgrave Road, Wyken, Coventry.

Hales, L., M.Y. "iloha", ¥Mill Lane, Thurmaston, Leicester.
Hanson, J., 116 Greatfield Road, ¥idderminster, Wores.
Hartigan, J. M., Lavendon Grange, Clney, Bucks.

Pollins, H., 552 High Road, Leytonstone, London, E.11.
Reading, M.P,N., 40 Reddings Road, Moscléy, Birmingham, 13,
Stearn, W.i., 11 Luccombe Place, Shiricy, Southampton,
Watson, FL.G.M., 124 ¥ilson House, Albion Avonue, London, S,W.8.
Webb, G.N., 93 Yonwyn Drive, Cricklewocd, London, N.W, 2,
*heler, G.H,H, Otterden Placo, Faversham, Kent.

Forthconing Events

Annual oeneral Hecting., A1l members will have roceived notices of the
Anmnual General Mecting and gathoring to be keld at Leicester during the weekend
April 30th and May lst. It ie hoped that as many mombers ags possible will
be ahle to attond and with this in mind a full programmc has hcen arranged,
Members are reminded that in order to sccurc places on the outings and for
Saturday teca, booking forms should be in the Hon. Secretary's hands not later
than April 16th, accompanicd by remittances.

North Western Meoting., It has been suggestod that a meeting for north
western members be held in June. Final details have not yet been settled, and
members will be advised by circular.

Liverpool Manchoster Ry. ond Sankoey Brook Navigation Ammiversaries, Th.
arrangenents mentioned in the January Journal are not yot complete, but is is
hoped that it will bo possiblc to held these trips on the Saturday and Sunday of
a weckend in Zeoptember, Full detoils will be published in the July Journal,

Repcrt on Vigit £+ thie Grand Junction Canal

On Saturday, 26th liarch, the Sccicty organised its first outing, to
VYolverton and Blisworth to culchrate the 156th anniversary of the opening
of the Blisworth tunncl and of the whole line of the Grand Junction Canal on
25th March, 1805,
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The evant was run in conjunction with many of the pecople of Blisworth, who
thems:clves wished to celcbratce thoe anniversary.

The party of 34 people met at Northampton. The first stop was at Cosgrove,
where the junction of the Buckingham arm with the main line of the canal and
the site of the Qusc locks were seen, Thon we walked over the wolverton
cmbankment to inspect the iren trousch agqueduct built by William Reynolds at
Ketley, installed 1811, and still in good order. ¢ went on to Newport Pagnell
for a quick look at the old cznal basin there, and for lunch to the Bull Hotel
at Stony 3tratford, where the opening of the tunnel was originally celobrated.

In the afternoon we drove to Stoke Bruerne and then followed the track of
the tramrcad that preceded the tunnel. 4t Blisworth the local people had
organised a wwost interesting display of local photographs, plans and material gout
the canal, and gave us tea 2s well, At this point it began to rain, but
with historical enthusiasm undimninished we went on to look at Blisworth wharf, and
the sitce of the Northampton tromrond which connected that town to the canal until
the canal branch was built. Finally, we climbed into a boat kindly provided by
British Transport Watcrwoys, and woent through the Blisworth tunnel to Stoke Bruerne,
This tunnel is 3080 yards long, the longest canal tunnel still in active use.
It must have provided quitce oo thrill for those in the party whe were going through
for tho first tine, and it wos added tc by the pair of narrow boats which we
met in the middle. Trom Gtoke BErucrne we returned to Northampton.

The party was led by dr. C. N. Hadlow of the ungincering staff of British
Tranzgport “Iaterways, who nlso teok poart with Mr. George Freoeston, of Blisworth,
in the organisation of the cxhibition. The Society is most grateful to these
two gentlemen, to Mr. C. 3aywood, Divisicnal waterways Officer, Scouth FEastern
Division, who granted facilities, and to all those who organised the trip

E.C.R.H.
BOOX REVIEW
"The Bexley Heath Railway, 1883 - 1900", by E. A. Course.

(voolwich & District intiquarian Socicty, 6 Foxcroft Road, Woolwich,
London, $.E.18. Pricc, 2/6d.)

This is an offprint from vol. XXX cf the Voolwich and District Antiguarian
Society Proceedings, nicely produccd with 2 illustrations; it is not dear at the
price. The story of this suburban branch railway, promoted by local notobles
as n independent cntity, and its incvitable progross into tho somewhat coldly
welconing arms of the main-line company which many years later reaped the benefit
of large traffics, is not unfamiliar near London, and there are exemples elsewhere
in the country. This example has been carefully studicd and recorded, with a
number of foot-notes indicating in a gencral way the scurces of the information;
and some pleasant recollections are recorded.

Unfortunately, o quick first reading, even by one who has no local
knowledge, discloses o certain unevenncss in the handling of the material.
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The name of the place in the company's title is variously spelt in one and two
words; the Acts conferring powers on the railway are not clearly set out
(one is mentioned only in a footnots and some not at all); the Earl of St.
Germens' title is consistontly misspelt "St. Germains'; Eltham Park station
is shown on the sketch map os "Shooters Hill and Eltham Park (1908)", but
appears in the text only as "Eltham Park'"; thore is no mention of the north
curve at Crayford Creek, zlso shown on the map. Therc is much in the 12%
pages of text that is intercsting, but one's confidence has been shaken,

R.M.R,

THIRD CL.iS3 TRAVEL IN EaRLY DAYS

1. The London and Birmingham Roilway
By C. R. Clinker

Although the official announcement of the opening of the initial section
of the London and Birminghaw from Luston to Boxmoor om Thursday, July 20th,
1837, reforred to first, second ond third class accommodation on the trainms,
therc scoms to be no cvidence that thce humbler passengers were, in fact, provided
for. Certainly subscquent advertiscments of the cxtonsion to Tring, and later
Denbigh Hall, do not rofcer to third class accommodation,

Conveyance of third class passcngors on this line appears to have started
on Monday, October Sth, 1840 - olmost exactly two yoars after the throughout
opening of the railway. The "Railway Times" of 3cptember 26th (at page 823)
carried a London and Birmingham advortiscment ennouncing noew trains "for the
conveyance of third closs passcngers {in open carriages), private carriages
end horses "louaving London at 7.0 a.m. and Birminghom at 2.0 p.m. The down
journey occupicd 8% hours ~nd the up 8 hours, ca2lling at 2ll intermediate stations

The interesting point about the new trains is contained in a footnote
"Ample time will be allowed to passcngers for refreshment ag the Roadostation,
distant 60 miles from London.  The stops werc ~bout 1. hours, amplc indeed!
Wolverton had been the "refroshment station” for all trains since the throughout
opening on Scptember 17th, 1838, Can it be that the "matron or goneraligsima
and seven very yound ladics'" at wWolverton were comsidered to be above serving
third closs passcengers and, if 3o, is thorce another known instasnce of such class
distinction? The segragation did rot last long: the timetable dated Junc lst,
1841, announced "rofreshnents at Welverton", and the longthy stops of the third
class traing ot Reoade hnd disappearced.

The possibility of error in the announcemeont scoems to be procluded by mention
of the distance from London and the fact that the ndvertised times clearly make
no cllowance for 2n oxtended stop ot YWolverton,  The Leondon and Birmingham
distance tables show that the old stotion at Roade was 59m. Tlch. and the
Wolverton station then in use 52m.37ch. from buston.



11,

DICKAN3 AND COKE
By H. Chase

In thse issuoc of Charles Dickons' magazine "Household Words" for December
1857 there appears an articlec entitled "Riding the WVhirlwind" which describes a
journey on the 8.30 p.m. mail train from London Bridge to Dover by a writer
travelling on th: engine footplate.

Among the more interceting points in this essay are:s-

(1) A description of the first-class carriages of that period "------ six
chocolate~coloured cloth compartments, with white and blue binding, and
wicker hat railin.

(2) The "winite telegraphic posts': +this probably being an optical illusicn
due to the glare from the firchox.

(3) The "partly opened doors of twe glowing, ¢ver-craving ovens ----- whose
fiery hungaer tho stoker is constantly trying to satisfy with coke™.
This would scem to be an error, as Cudworth's twin firebox was designed
specifically for burning coal, when ccke was being abandoned as fuel for
locomotives,

(4) & reference to "the cokc-ovens of Folkestone which remind one more of South
3toffordshire than Kent', It vould be initecresting to know whether any
record remains as to whore cxoctly these coke-ovens were.

Regarding thue essay itsclf, o popular writer of railway history has more than
once referred to it in his works ond hos ascribed the journey to Dickens personally

This stotement should be accopted with very great reserve, as it is highly
improbably that he ever undertook the trip. Dickens was in the habit of
commissioning the staff of his mogazine to write articles of this nature, which
were afterwards subjected to considerable blue-poncilling and revision; in
fact alterations to the text wore often made in Dickens' own words, whish may have
deludad the author weferrcd to into the belicf that the typical "Boz" touches
rere conclusive that the whole of the work was Dickons',

The "Non=-Such'" ¢dition of the “Letters!" reveals absolutely no reference to
any such journey, whercas had Dickens made it himself he would incvitably have
dramatized it in his own characteristic monncr, and Forster at least would have
had a wueightily disapproving comment, but as 1t is, there is no record of the
mattor anyvhore.

WRY Tl CAMBRIAN RATLwAYS DIRECTORS Wi ONCH ADMONICHED

BY THi STUAKER OF THE FOUSE OF COMMONS
PART 2

By B, A, Wilzon, H.A.
The first intimation ~f this completely new accusation came to Mr, Hood
when he read the renort of the proceedings in the lccal press., He naturally
wished to hnve an opportunity =0 2learing himself of so serious a charge, As
the Directors promiscd the Commititee that they would grant ample facilities
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for any of their scrvants o give cvidonce, ho epplied to tne General Managoer
for permission to appear boefore the Commitiec and zive his version of the events,
No reply was received to this letter, so he sent a registered letter which
received the same treatment. He wrote yet another registered letter asking that
at least he should be allowed to defend himscif in the local preas, A short
memorandum came back stating:

"I am in roceipt of your lettcr of the 27th inst. Therce is nothing
to correet, and I cannot consent to your communicating with the papers,

(Signed) J. Conacher”

Mr. Hood then approached two local membors of Parliament, the Hon. George
Kenyon and Mr, Stnhnlcy Leighton, As o result, Hr., Hood rcceived o summons to
appear before the Committes, vhoere hoe stated his casc.

On his roturn to Montsomery he received the following letter:

"I am directcd by the Dircctors to inform you that this company have no further
use for your scrvices, and on handing over the keys and all other property

of the Company, thc bunrcr, Hr. Rovert Jones, will pay you o month's woges

in licu of thi usunl notice, and will take chargo of your station from

today. The house must be vneated on the 10th proximo.

(Signed) J. Conacher,"

Throughout thoe wholce of thosc happenings the high esteem in which Mr. Hood
was held by thosc who know him wos shown in no uncortain manner. When he
was transferred from Ellesmerc to Montgomery, a petition wos sigmned by the
inhabitants of Hllcsmerc in =n effort to retain him. On his dismissal from
Montogmery the inhabitants.of that town also rallicd round this redoubtable
protagonist of tho rights of the individual in like manner.  More rcmarkable
was his immediate appointment to a position of trust in the Royal Welsh Warchouse
at Noewtown by Sir Pryce Tryce-Joncs, the High Sheriff of Mentgomeryshire,

In spitc of thoe publicity and public support, Mr. Hoed felt thet his namc had
not been clearcd of the originnl charge, and he askcd the Dircctors to give him a
hocring at Crowc. Aftor keoping him woiting for six weeks thoy scent for him,
admitting subscquently to the Sclect Committec that they had no intention of
reinstating him, but wished to god 2ll the informetion possible from him,

Wheat had houn a smouldoring fire now blazed up into o conflagration, A
once local incident now fiured in the netional pross. leetings wore held in
many towns; thoe Trade Unions and the Labour Party were loud in thoeir condemnation
of the "Cembrian tyranny",

Then Parliament stcpped in. They considered there had been a "Broach of
of Privilege" committed by interference with a witness before their Sclect Committc
They ordcred ¥Mr, Conacher aznd three of the Cambrian Railways' Dircctors to appear
befora the Bar of the Housc of Commons. Here thoey were found guilty of & Breach
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of Privilege and were scntcnced to "admonition”. After apologising for the
wrongful dismissal of ¥x. Ifood, the Chambrian Dircctors wore firmly "admonished"
by the Spesker, So ondud the cnge of onc man ogainst many.

Mr. Hood later came to live in Ellesmerc whoere he served the community well,
taking an active part in local adiminstraticn, He dioed in 1920, but the name he
vindicatod is ably carriud on by his son, Mr., "Tom" Hood, who clso has a long
carcer of public scrvice te his credit. To him I cxpress my thanks for information
and 2lso to Mr., C. P. Gosquiocone's book "The Jtory of the Cambrian,

(Concludcd)

CROMFORD AND HIGH PEAK RATLWAY

Thore has long boon some doubt as to the actual date on which working by
locomotives was introduced on this railway.

A lengthy report on the subject (part of which is roproduced in the "Railway
Times" of 6th Fobruary, 1841) appcars in the "Derby Mercury" of Wednesday,
3rd February, 1841, From this, it is cluor thei locomotive working dates from
about 20th January, 1841; th. correspondent travelled with a stcoam-worked train
on 27th January and he ndds thet the engine was ot work throughout the weck
25th to 30th Janunry.

It may be of intorust to rucord that an unuswlly detoilcd account of a
journcy from Whaley 3ridgc 4o Cromford on Soturday, 10th July, 1880 appears under
the title "Over the High ool Koilwoy™ in "In the Dorbyshirce Highlands" by
Edwrrd Bradbury, published by J. C. Bates of Buxion in 1881. This describes
tho incline vorking and cthor opcrating featurcs ot considorable length,

G. G, HOLT and €. R. CLINKER,

Published by the Railwny and Canal Histeriesl Soveicty.
Hon. Sceretary: 172 5t. iubert's Road, Great Harwood, Blackburnm, Lancs,
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